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SUBJ: MEETING ON SOWETO ANNIVERSARY FOR SOLIDARITY AGAINST 
APARTHEID 

1 . IN LETTER DATED 3 JUNE ON OAU STATIONERY, THE US WAS 
INVITED TO ATTEND A "SOLEMN COMMEMORATIVE MEETING ON THE 
APRICAN GROUP OP STATES AT THE UNITED NATIONS.. .ON 16 JUNE 1977 
IN OBSERVANCE OP THE INTERNATIONAL DAYOP SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE STRUGGLING PEOPLE OP SOUTH APRICA". (LETTER DATAPAXED 
TO lO/UNP ESCUDERO ON JUNE 9). WE WERE INFORMED THAT 
SPEAKERS LIST WOULD INCLUDE SYG WALDHEIM, GA PRESIDENT 
AMERASINGHE, THE PAC, ANC, THE REGIONAL GROUPS AND SEVERAL 
MEMBER STATES. SWEDEN, AS CHAIRMAN OP THE WEO GROUP POR JULY, 
SOMEWHAT RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF THE 
WEO’S. (IN CONTRAST TO OTHER REGIONAL GROUPINGS, WEO DOES NOT 
OPTEN SPEAK TO POLITICAL ISSUES AS A GROUP.) 
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2. SHORTLY ALTER THE MEETING BEGAN, ITALIAN COUNSELOR 
POINTED OUT TO US DEL THAT THERE WAS NO SEAT OR SIGN POR 
ISRAEL IN THE CONPERENCE ROOM. ALL MEMBER STATES EXCEPT 
ISRAEL AND SOUTH APRICA HAD BEEN ALLOTTED SEATS. AMBASSADOR 
LEONARD WITHDREW THE US DELEGATION (WHICH WAS LOCATED 

AT THE REAR OP THE CHAMBER) AND CONSULTED ISRAELI PERM 
REP HERZOG BY PHONE. HERZOG CHECKED AND POUND THAT HIS 
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MISSION HAD RECEIVED NO INVITATION. HE ASKED LEONARD TO 
PURSUE HIS OWN PROPOSAL NOT TO RETURN TO THE MEETING, 

AND LEONARD AGREED. A CHECK WITH WALDHEIM'S STAEE INDICATED 
HE HAD NOT BEEN AWARE ISRAEL NOT INVITED. 

3. USUN MISSOFE, WHO WAS CONSULTING WITH OTHERS ON THE SIDE 
OE THE CONEERENCE ROOM, WAS APPROACHED BY OAU DEPUTY 
REPRESENTATIVE SAM, WHO EXPRESSED DISMAY THAT US WAS NOT 
OCCUPYING ITS SEAT. SAM SAID THAT OAU DOES NOT 
COMMUNICATE WITH SOUTH AERICA AND ISRAEL "SINCE THEY BOTH 
OCCUPY AFRICAN LAND". HE CONTINUED BY SAYING THAT AERICAN 
GROUP WOULD REACT NEGATIVELY TO US BOYCOTT OE SUCH AN 
IMPORTANT MEETING. MISSOFE SAID THAT THE US REACTED VERY 
NEGATIVELY TO THE EACT THAT UN MEMBER STATES WERE EXCLUDED 
SELECTIVELY FROM EXPRESSING THEIR CONCERN ABOUT THE VICTIMS OE SUCH 
A TRAGIC SITUATION AS SOWETO. 

4. WHEN AMBASSADOR LEONARD ARRIVED AT SUBSEQUENT SC MEETING 
(HELD ON SEPARATE ISSUE) SAME DAY (PM 6/16), SYG WALDHEIM 

TOOK HIM ASIDE AND INDICATED THAT HE ALREADY BEING 
CRITICIZED BECAUSE OE EXCLUSION OE ISRAEL EROM SOLIDARITY 
MEETING. SYG CONEIRMED THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE OE EXCLUSION 
OE ISRAEL PRIOR TO OR DURING SOLIDARITY MEETING, BUT ONLY 
WHEN CONFRONTED BY PRESS EOLLOWING MEETING. 

5. AUSTRALIAN MISSOEE CALLED EVENING OF lUNE 16 TO 
INFORM USUN THAT AMBASSADOR HARRY IS SENDING A LETTER TO 
OAU REP OUTTARA WHICH WILL CITE AUSTRALIA'S STATEMENT ON 
BEHALE OE THE COMMONWEALTH IN THE SOLIDARITY MEETING AND 
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MALCOLM FRASER'S NOTE OUTLINING AUSTRALIA'S POLICY TOWARD 
APARTHEID AND SOWETO ON THE OCCASION OE THE DAY OE 
SOLIDARITY. THE LETTER WILL THEN STATE, "I WAS DISTURBED 
TO OBSERVE DURING THE MEETING THAT CERTAIN MEMBER STATES 
HAD NOT, IT APPEARED, BEEN GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND". 

6. ON QUESTION OE WHO WAS INVITED, ORIGINAL OAU LETTER 
READS: "THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OE THEORGANIZATION OE 
AERICAN UNITY TO THE UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS 
TO THE PERMANENT MISSIONS AND OEEICES OE THE PERMANENT 
OBSERVERS TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND, HAS THE HONOUR TO 
INVITE THEM TO A SOLEMN COMMEMORATIVE MEETING..". 

7. IE ASKED, WE ARE CONEIRMING TO THE PRESS THAT WE 
LEFT THE MEETING UPON EINDING OUT THAT ISRAEL HAD BEEN 
EXCLUDED. WE EXPECT SOME REFLECTIONS ON THIS MEETING IN 
TOMORROW'S PRESS. 

LEONARD 
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